
CITY OF SANTA BARBARA  
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION  

MINUTES 
SPECIAL MEETING 

Monday, November 14, 2022 
4:15 p.m. 

IT Training Room, City Hall  
735 Anacapa Street, Santa Barbara, California  

    
ORDER OF BUSINESS:   
 
1. Call to order & roll call.  The meeting was called to order by Chair Alan Kasehagen. 

Present:  Commissioners Donna Lewis and Lindsey Charles.  Staff members Graciela 
Reynoso and Erik Uchida were present. 

 
2. Public comment.  Two members of the public, Mike Miller and Hap Freund, were 

present to make a comment.  Mr. Miller spoke about issues he had with the cities of 
Santa Barbara and Solvang.  Mr. Freund stated that he was an applicant for the Civil 
Service Commission, so he wanted to introduce himself to the Commission and watch 
the meeting. 
 

3. Approval of the minutes from the Civil Service Commission Meeting on September 12, 
2022.  Ms. Lewis wanted to make an edit to the minutes from the September 12 
meeting regarding the annual recruitment for City Advisory Groups.  The original 
minutes stated that Ms. Lewis inquired about editing the language on the recruitment 
posting.  Ms. Lewis clarified that she wanted the recruitment posting to either define 
the word elector in the requirement section of the posting or change the order of 
requirements so that elector is listed last.  Mr. Uchida agreed to revise the minutes so 
that the Commission could review them at the Civil Service Commission meeting on 
January 9, 2023. 

 
4. Status of Annual Recruitment for City Advisory Groups.  Ms. Reynoso stated that there 

were three applicants for the Civil Service Commission.  Ms. Charles applied to be re-
appointed to the commission.  Ms. Charles asked if she would be required to go in front 
of Council as part of the re-appointment process.  Mr. Kasehagen said that, in the past, 
Commissioners have been required to go before council in order to be re-appointed to 
the Commission.  Ms. Lewis asked if there was any information regarding the other two 
candidates.  One of the candidates, Hap Freund, was in attendance at the meeting.  
The other candidate was named William Kasting. 

 
5. Status update on adding mediation language to the Civil Service Hearing Procedures.  

Ms. Reynoso stated that this issue would need to be moved to the next meeting due to 
turnover in the City Attorney Office.  Mr. Kasehagen requested that the interim City  
Attorney, Sarah Knecht, provide guidance on whether making a change to the Civil 
Service Hearing Procedures requires Council approval and, if so, how it can be added 
to the Council agenda.  Mr. Kasehagen requested that Ms. Knecht be present at the 



meeting on January 9, 2023. 
 

6. Discussion on Upcoming Hearings.  Ms. Reynoso stated there was initially one 
potential hearing in February, which was then changed to a potential date in 
November.  However, Ms. Reynoso, stated that the hearing may be cancelled.  Ms. 
Lewis asked if there was a reason that the hearing was potentially moved from 
February to November.  Ms. Reynoso stated that she did not know the reason for the 
change in dates. 

 
7. Topics for next meeting.  Status update on adding mediation language to the Civil 

Service Hearing Procedures.  Possibly welcoming new members to the Civil Service 
Commission.  Discussion on upcoming hearings.  Approval of annual Commission 
meeting schedule for 2023. 

  
8. Adjournment of Meeting.  A motion to adjourn the meeting was made, seconded, and 

approved. 
 
Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Civil Service Commission after 
distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the Human Resources 
Office located at City Hall, 735 Anacapa Street, Santa Barbara during normal business hours.  

  
In compliance with the Americans with Disability Act (ADA), if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact Graciela Reynoso at 564-5316.  Notification at least 48 
hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements. 


